
Tech Tip 

 

Safe Web Browsing 
HTTP & HTTPS: 

Hypertext Transfer Protocol – the most common internet communication format. There are strict rules 

as to how and what can be sent over the internet using HTTP and a number of other protocols. 

The S at the end of HTTPS stands for Secure and signifies that information sent or received is encrypted 

to ensure that only the two end points can read the information.  

 

General rule: If a webpage is asking for personal information, like a bank account number or even your 

telephone number, only do so if the URL is HTTPS.  

 

Secure: 

Notice that most Web Browsers show a lock symbol when you are using a valid and secure site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Secure: 

This page is collecting personal information but is not HTTPS, therefore it is possible for others to see 

your information. 

 

 

  



Tech Tip 

 

Security Certificates: 

Any site that uses HTTPS is required to use a security Certificate. This certificate is used to match against 

the information in the Certificate Registry as a means of proving that the website is the real website and 

not a fake website intent on getting your information. 

 

An unrecognized or invalid Security Certificate will produce errors much like this: 

 

 

Google Chrome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Explorer 

 


